
• 20-21st September 1976
100 Club Punk Festival
Oxford Street, London
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• 8th October 1976
Sex Pistols sign contract 
with EMI records

• 22nd October 1976
The Damned release 
the first official UK Punk 
single, New Rose, on 
Stiff records

• 29th August 1976
The Sex Pistols, The Clash 
and The Buzzcocks play a 
showcase gig at the Screen 
On The Green cinema, 
Islington, London

• 30th August 1976
Rioting breaks out 
at the Notting Hill 
Carnival, London 

• 4th June 1976
The Sex Pistols play live at 
the Lesser Free Trade Hall 
Manchester, a gig organised 
by Pete Shelley and Howard 
Devoto of the Buzzcocks

• 16th March 1976
Labour Prime Minister 
Harold Wilson resigns, to 
be succeeded by James 
Callaghan. By April, the 
Government had lost its 
formal majority, with the 
loss of a by-election and 
the defection of three 
back-bench MPs

• 1st December 1976
Sex Pistols live TV 
Bill Grundy interview

• 21st December 1976
Grand opening of 
The Roxy club in 
Neal Street, Covent 
Garden, London

• 22nd February 1976
Rough Trade Records 
opens at 202 Kensington 
Park Road, London
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• 7th June 1977
The Queen’s Silver 
Jubilee celebrations

• 16th September 1977
Rock star Marc Bolan 
killed in car crash
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• February 1977
Sid Vicious joins 
the Sex Pistols

• 10th March 1977
Sex Pistols sign contract
with A&M records

• 13th May 1977
Sex Pistols sign contract
with Virgin records

• 16th March 1977
Sex Pistols fired by A&M 
records

19
77 • 16th August 1977

Elvis Presley dies at 
the age of 42

• 23rd March 1977
Prime Minister James 
Callaghan and Liberal leader 
David Steel establish new 
Lib/Lab Pact Government

• 20th December 1977
Stiff Records terminate 
their contract with 
The Damned, leaving 
the group in disarray

• 14th January 1978
John Lydon quits Sex
Pistols during US tour
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1st National Rock Against 
Racism Carnival, Victoria 
Park, London

• 24th September 1978
2nd National Rock Against 
Racism Carnival, Brockwell 
Park, London

• 15th July 1978
Northern Rock Against 
Racism Carnival, Moss 
Side, Manchester

• March 1978
The Roxy club in Covent 
Garden finally closes its doors, 
after struggling on since April 
1977 when original manager 
Andy Czezowski left it in 
financial difficulties

• 12th October 1978
Sid Vicious arrested for 
the murder of his girlfriend,
Nancy Spungen in New York
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• 2nd February 1979
Death of Sid Vicious, 
Sex Pistols’ bass player

• 4th May 1979
Margaret Thatcher 
elected Prime Minister

• January 1979
Water workers, ambulance 
drivers, sewerage staff and 
dustmen all involved in 
industrial action, heralding 
the 'Winter of Discontent'

• 28th March 1979
Vote of no confidence in 
the Labour Government 
is passed by 311 to 310 
votes in parliament, forcing 
a general election

• 23rd April 1979
Anti-Nazi demonstrator 
Blair Peach killed by police 
during National Front 
march in Southall, London

• April – May 1979
20 date national RAR 
Dance and Defend tour
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• 27h December 1979
Soviet troops invade Afghanistan
in response to a military coup and 
the overthrow of the pro-Soviet 
Communist government, leading 
to a prolonged war with Afghan 
mujahidin guerrillas supported by 
the USA, China and Saudi Arabia 
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• 21st June 1980
3 members of The Stranglers 
arrested for inciting crowd 
to riot at gig in Nice, France

19
80 • 14th July 1980

Death of Malcolm Owen, 
lead singer of The Ruts 

• April 1980
Riots erupt in 
St. Paul’s, Bristol

• May 1980
Protect and Survive 
leaflet issued in UK

• 18th May 1980
Death of Ian Curtis, lead
singer of Joy Division 

• 10th December 1980
John Lennon shot 
dead in New York
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• 4th November 1980
Ronald Reagan 
elected US President

• 15th October 1980
James Callaghan resigns 
Labour party leadership, to 
be replaced by Michael Foot

• 27th October 1980
Oi The Album, the debut 
compilation album of the Oi 
sub-genre, released by EMI 
records in conjunction with 
Sounds magazine  

January February March April May June July August September October November December

19
81

• 29th July 1981
Prince Charles and Lady 
Diana Spencer marry at 
St Paul's Cathedral

• 11th May 1981
Bob Marley, reggae 
musician, dies

• 10th – 12th April 1981
Riots erupt in Brixton, 
South London

• 3rd July 1981
Gig in Southall by Oi 
bands the 4 Skins, 
The Business and Last 
Resort results in a riot

• 3rd – 12th July 1981
Further rioting occurs in 
Toxteth and Bradford

• 3rd August 1981
4 Skins single banned 
by major retailers
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• September 1981
Women for Life on Earth
set up a peace camp at 
RAF Greenham Common 
Airbase to protest the 
deployment of Cruise 
nuclear missles at the site

• January 1981
The NME issues C81, a 
cassette compilation of post 
punk music. Crass Records 
release Bullshit Dectector, 
a compilation of demos by 
unsigned Anarcho Punk groups
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• 20th June 1982
Argentinian surrender, 
end of Falklands War

• 2nd April 1982
Argentina invades the 
Falkland Islands

• November 1982
Crass How Does It Feel
single discussed in 
Parliament during Prime 
Minister’s Question Time
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83 • 9th June 1983

Margaret Thatcher 
re-elected Prime Minister

• 25th October 1983
USA invades Grenada

• 14th November 1983
Celebrated record sleeve 
designer Barney Bubbles 
commits suicide
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84 • 5th March 1984

Miners at Cortonwood 
colliery in Yorkshire strike 
over pit closure, followed 
a week later by a national 
miners’ strike

• 12th October 1984
IRA bomb attack on the 
British Government, at 
the Conservative party 
conference in Brighton

• 29th May 1984
Miners and police clash 
at Orgreave, near Sheffield
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